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The cover photo is from Windmill Farm  of Gridley, CA  owned by Frank & Paula  
 Carli, and is a representation of small farms and direct marketing of agriculture  

 in Butte County.  Small farmers provide consumers with locally grown  
commodi ties such as nectarines, apples and flowers . Whether they belong  

to a Community Supported  Ag Program, Certified Farmersõ Market or  
utilize a roadside stand, they are all an important part of our community .   
When you buy from local farmers , you contribute to the local economy  

and in turn , benefit from the freshness and variety of seasonally grown crops.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

    BUTTE COUNTY                        

                                                     DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE / WEIGHTS & MEASURES  

                                                     316 NELSON AVE.  

                                                     OROVILLE, CA 95965 

                                                          P: (530) 538-7381 F: (530) 538-7594 

                                                          butteag@buttecounty.net 

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.  Tom Pisani  

Agricultural Commissioner / Sealer  Assistant Agricultural Commissioner / Sealer  

 
September 11, 2018 
 
Karen Ross 
Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture  
 
The Honorable Butte County Board of Supervisors 
Steve Lambert, Chair  Larry Wahl  
Maureen Kirk    Doug Teeter 
Bill Connelly  
 
Shari McCracken, 
Chief Administrative Officer  
 
Dear Sirs and Madams,  
 
In accordance with provisions of the California Food and Agriculture Code section 2279, I am submitting the 
78th annual crop report that shows the agricultural production and agricultural val ue in Butte County for the 
2017 calendar year. Our department has been providing annual crop reports since 1939.  

This report is a summary estimate of the acreage, production and gross value of Butte County agricultural 
products. The values presented in this report are gross values only, and do not reflect net farm income or costs 
of production and marketing.  

The estimated gross value of agricultural production in Butte County for 2017 totaled $696,563,214.  This is a 

$775,897 increase over the 2016 gross value total of $695,787,317.  The total gross value of agriculture during 

2017 is slightly less than our county  10-year average of $696,650,123. 

I wish to extend my appreciation to the many producers, processors and agencies, both private and 
governmental, who assist with this report by providing us with specific information pertaining to their 
business. I would also like to thank the staff of the Butte County Agriculture Department for compiling this 
report.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 

Louie B. Mendoza Jr.  

 
Agricultural Commissioner  
Director of Weights & Measures 
 



 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

  

  

  

A Sincere Thank You! 
The Butte County Agriculture Department would like to take this opportunity to recognize Sally 

Loker. Sally worked for the department for eleven years  as our Geographic Information System (GIS) 

Specialist.  Sallyõs knowledge and expertise using established GIS software programs, commands and 

compilation methods, and her ability to generate and utilize spatial overlays was a huge benefi t to the 

department. Some of Sallyõs duties included providing request for special services, producing special 

purpose maps used to determine sensitive pesticide application sites and buffer distances, data 

compilation and retrieval of GIS data for the department.    

 

Sally felt that her most rewarding project was being able to use ArcGIS to benefit the Agricultural 

Biologists performing inspections in the field , and on their iPads. In addition to working for the 

department, Sally has been busy volunteering with the Butte County UC Extension Master 

Gardening program  and the Sierra Club. In the above photo Sally was participa ting in ice plant 

eradication at Point Reyes, near San Francisco.  Way to go Sally!  

 

In her retirement, Sally has been able to dedicate more time to traveling, playing tennis , yoga, and 

spending time with her family.    

 

Sallyõs mantra, òI do it because itõs fun!ó Well Sally, we hope you are still having fun!  We miss you 

and wish you a very happy and blissful retirement!  



 

Agricultural and Weights & Me asures Staff and Associates 

Agricultural Commissioner / Director of Weights & Measures  

Louie B. Mendoza Jr. 

 

Assistant Agricultural Commissioner / Director of Weights & Measures  

Tom A. Pisani 

Deputy Directors of Agriculture / Weights & Measures   

Rob Hill & Katharine Quist  

Administrative Analyst , Associate 

Charmaigne Damron  

 

Accounting Specialists  

Friede Violante & Janice Wallick 

 

Supervisor, Agricultural Biologist / Weights & Measures  

Randy Hartman & Ramon Jauregui  

Agricultural Biologist / Weights & Meas ures Inspector, Senior  

Anastacia Allen, Eric Jennings, Uriah Johnson, Eric Pittman, Dan Shrout, Robbie Towne, Sonia Zarate  

Agricultural Biologist / Weights & Measures Inspector III  

Apolina r Barrales 

Agricultural Technicians  

Lee Hunt, George Mendoza, Evan Padgett, Jose Torres, Cierra Venegas & Brandon Williams   

GIS Technician      
Sally Loker  
 
USDA Wildlife Specialist  
Matt Albertsen  

 

Butte County Agricultural Commissionerõs Mission Statement 
 

Protect and perpetuate Agriculture, the #1 industry in Butte County, by ensuring a safe and healthy 

agriculture product. Promote and provide confidence of buyers and sellers by ensuring fairness in  

local, national and international trade. Protect and promote the wellbeing of all our customers and  

our community through the fair, equitable application of agricultural and weights and measures  

standards, emphasizing education and cooperation, including the use of technology to enhance  

customer service. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walnuts  $254,980,80 4  

Rice  $145,548,516  

Almonds  $138,194,736  

Prunes  $35,206,770  

Nursery Stock  $1 3,877,606   

Harvested Timber  $13,529,289  

Cattle & Calves  $11,617,452  

Rice, Seed  $11,054,400  

Apiary, Pollination  $8,622,212  

Peaches  $7,940,700  

Fruit & Nut, Misc.  $5,282,640  

Olive, Oil  $2,899,160  

Field Crops, Misc.  $2,868,800  

Apiary, Other Products  $2,576,000  

Kiwifruit  $2,222,025  

Pistachios  $2,187,850  

Almond, Hulls  $2,160,000  

Pasture, Irrigated  $1,950,000  

Pasture, Dry  $1,9 50,000  

Vegetables  $1,601,222  

Citrus  $1,4 84,000   

Milk, Market  $1,187,210  

Seed, Misc.  $1,131,768  

Olive, Table  $1,052,952  



 

FIVE YEAR SUMMARY OF CROP VALUES

CROP 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

APIARY PRODUCTS  $7,977,000 $10,865,340 $10,586,121 $10,586,121 $11,198,212 

FIELD CROPS $220,799,346 $168,290,698 $151,013,590 $135,340,039 $153,907,456 

FRUIT & NUT CROPS  $557,225,178 $556,649,028 $532,653,396 $475,230,758 $453,611,637 

LIVESTOCK  $12,099,000 $12,520,000 $12,781,800 $14,478,648 $12,744,180 

NURSERY STOCK  $29,458,000 $17,819,000 $14,111,000 $11,664,000 $13,877,606 

SEED CROPS $18,510,000 $18,683,294 $14,091,107 $14,677,834 $12,186,168 

VEGETABLE CROPS $1,785,000 $1,503,000 $1,743,626 $1,524,973 $1,601,222 

ORGANIC CROPS  $13,448,637 $15,935,500 $21,930,572 $23,759,940 $23,902,017 

CROP TOTALS  $861,302,161 $802,265,860 $758,911,212 $687,262,313 $683,028,498 

TIMBER  $8,292,000 $8,639,538 $13,728,672 $8,525,004 $13,534,716 

GRAND TOTAL  $869,594,161 $810,905,398 $772,639,884 $695,787,317 $696,563,214 

FIVE YEAR SUMMARY OF PLANT CROP ACRES 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CROP 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

FIELD CROPS 367,783 337,989 311,061 321,932 309,483 

FRUIT & NUT CROPS  96,928 97,237 101,486 101,446 101,409 

SEED CROPS 6,923 6,590 6,647 6,176 5,492 

VEGETABLE CROPS  844 708 817 674 603 

GRAND TOTAL  472,478 442,524 420,011 430,228 416,987 


